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Application/Control Number: 1 0/595,1 1 0 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2431 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 1 recites the limitation "said previous authentication" on page 2 lines 12- 
13. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim because the 
claim does not recite a previous authentication. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 -3, 5-1 3, 1 5-1 8,20-27, 29, and 32-33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Faccin et al. (US 2001/0049790). 
Regarding Claims 1,15, 23, and 32-33: 

Faccin discloses a device for multimedia authentication ("Proxy 
Server/Gatekeeper" and "Serving Call State Control Function" See fig. ref. nos. 22 and 
24) of a user equipment ("Subscriber Equipment" See fig. 1 ref. no. 18) accessing a 
multimedia domain ("Multimedia Services" See paragraph 3) through an access network 
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("Wireline ISP," "Public Cellular Network," and "WLAN" See fig. 1 ref. nos. 12, 14, and 
16), the device for use in or in operation with, a subscriber server ("Home Subscriber 
Server" See fig. 1 ref. no. 20) of the access network holding authentication data for the 
user equipment and accessible to the multimedia domain ("Subscriber Profile" See 
paragraphs 7 and 26), the device having means for authentication the user equipment 
by the subscriber server within the access network ("Controlling access of the 
subscriber to any network dependent upon a comparison of service to be provided to 
the subscriber and the stored subscriber profile." See paragraph 1 1 ) means for deciding 
that an implicit authentication between the user equipment and the multimedia domain 
can take place based on a previous authentication of the user by the access network 
thus skipping the need for an explicit authentication ("The source of the access type 
indicator may be explicitly provided by subscriber equipment or an interface between 
the subscriber equipment and the access network at which the subscriber is register or 
implicitly from the control entity in a visit network analyzing the notice of the 
communication to form the access network to the control entity." See paragraph 10 [The 
examiner respectfully points out that the s-CSCF analyzes the notice of communication 
to decide if the access type indicator can be provided implicitly.]) and means for 
instructing a serving entity in charge of authenticating the user equipment in the 
multimedia domain that implicit authentication can take place ("The subscriber 
equipment will provide an authentication instruction to the s-CSCF." See paragraph 10 
[The examiner respectfully points out that Faccin teaches the OR function, the access 
type indicator can be provided explicitly or implicitly, the alternative nature of the OR 
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function requires a selection step to be performed by user of the subscriber 
equipment.]). 

Regarding Claims 2, 17, and 26: 

Faccin discloses the means for deciding that an implicit authentication can take 
place has means for determining the potential security of the signaling path to access 
the multimedia domain through the access network ("Controlling access of the 
subscriber to any network dependent upon a comparison of the service to be provided 
to the subscriber and the stored subscriber profile." and "Each access may provide a 
different degree of bandwidth in communications; a different degree of security in 
communications for each different access; or a different supported supplementary 
service for each different access." See paragraph 1 1 ). 
Regarding Claims 3, 18, and 20: 

Faccin discloses the means for instructing the serving entity that an implicit 
authentication can take place includes means for indication that the final decision is on 
the user equipment side which can force an explicit authentication place ("The 
subscriber equipment will provide an authentication instruction to the s-CSCF." See 
paragraph 10 [The examiner respectfully points out that Faccin teaches the OR 
function, the access type indicator can be provided explicitly or implicitly, the alternative 
nature of the OR function requires a selection step to be performed by user of the 
subscriber equipment.]). 
Regarding Claims 5 and 16: 
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Faccin discloses means for notifying the user equipment that an implicit 
authentication of the user equipment for accessing the multimedia domain can by 
carried out by the network (See paragraph 10 "The examiner respectfully points out that 
user of the subscriber equipment perform the selection between explicit or implicit 
authentication, therefore it is inherent the user of the subscriber equipment is notified 
that an implicit authentication can be carried out.") 
Regarding Claims 6-7 and 24: 

Faccin discloses the subscriber equipment and the s-CSCF maybe connected by 
any type of telecommunications connection (See paragraph 27). 
Regarding Claims 8, 21-22, and 25: 

Faccin discloses means for indicating to the serving entity in charge of 
authenticating the user in the multimedia domain that the user has confirmed the implicit 
authentication (See paragraph 10 "The examiner respectfully points out that user of the 
subscriber equipment perform the selection between explicit or implicit authentication, 
therefore it is inherent the s-CSCF receives the selection so that an explicit or implicit 
authentication can be carried out.") 
Regarding Claims 9 and 27: 

Faccin discloses means for providing additional authentication data to the serving 
entity ("Home Subscriber Server" See fig. 1 ref. no. 20), the addition authentication data 
including at least one of authentication type, access information, and authentication 
timestamp ("The HSS retrieves from storage a subscriber profile of an authorized type 
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or level of access associated with the subscriber identified in the message received by 
the HSS." See paragraph 27). 
Regarding Claims 10 and 29: 

Faccin discloses a user equipment ("Subscriber Equipment" See fig. 1 ref. no. 
18) enabled to obtain access to a multimedia domain ("Multimedia Services" See 
paragraph 3) through an access network ("Wireline ISP," "Public Cellular Network," and 
"WLAN" See fig. 1 ref. nos. 12, 14, and 16) and arranged to carry out a first explicit 
authentication procedure with the access network ("The subscriber utilizes subscriber 
equipment to transmit a message to the s-CSCF to request an application level 
registration through the public cellular visited network to the home network" See 
paragraph 27) and a second explicit authentication procedure with the multimedia 
domain ("The retrieved subscriber profile is compared by the s-CSCF with the level or 
type of service contained in a requested type of connection." See paragraph 27), the 
user equipment having means for processing ("Laptop Computer," "PDA," and "Cellular 
Phone" See fig. 1 ref. no. 18 [The examiner respectfully points out that it is inherent that 
disclosed subscriber equipment contains CPU.]) a first notification received from the 
multimedia domain indicating that an implicit authentication for the user equipment can 
be carried out by the network based on the first explicit authentication procedure with 
the access network and notifying the user equipment not to perform the second explicit 
authentication procedure with the multimedia domain ("The source of the access type 
indicator may be explicitly provided by subscriber equipment or an interface between 
the subscriber equipment and the access network at which the subscriber is register or 
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implicitly from the control entity in a visit network analyzing the notice of the 
communication to form the access network to the control entity." See paragraph 10 [The 
examiner respectfully points out that the s-CSCF analyzes the notice of communication 
to decide if the access type indicator can be provided implicitly.]) 
Regarding Claim 1 1 : 

Faccin discloses the means for processing a notification received from the 
multimedia domain includes means for receiving and processing an implicit 
authentication indication that the final decision is on the user equipment which can force 
an explicit authentication ("The subscriber equipment will provide an authentication 
instruction to the s-CSCF." See paragraph 10 [The examiner respectfully points out that 
Faccin teaches the OR function, the access type indicator can be provided explicitly or 
implicitly, the alternative nature of the OR function requires a selection step to be 
performed by user of the subscriber equipment.]). 
Regarding Claim 12: 

Faccin discloses the user equipment has means for sending towards the 
multimedia domain an SSO enabled indication to confirm the acceptance of the implicit 
authentication proposed by the network ("The subscriber equipment and the s-CSCF 
maybe connected by any type of telecommunications connection." See paragraph 27). 
Regarding Claim 13: 

Faccin discloses the user equipment has means for providing additional 
authentication data towards the multimedia domain, the additional authentication data 
including at least one element selected from a group of elements consisting of: 
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authentication type, access information, and authentication timestamp ("The HSS 
retrieves from storage a subscriber profile of an authorized type or level of access 
associated with the subscriber identified in the message received by the HSS." See 
paragraph 27). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4, 14, 19, 28, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
obvious over Faccin et al. (US 2001/0049790). 

Faccin discloses the above stated device for multimedia authentication ("Proxy 
Server/Gatekeeper" and "Serving Call State Control Function" See fig. ref. nos. 22 and 
24) of a user equipment ("Subscriber Equipment" See fig. 1 ref. no. 18) accessing a 
multimedia domain ("Multimedia Services" See paragraph 3) through an access network 
having means for indicating that the final decision on authentication is on the user 
equipment side ("The subscriber equipment will provide an authentication instruction to 
the s-CSCF." See paragraph 10 [The examiner respectfully points out that Faccin 
teaches the OR function, the access type indicator can be provided explicitly or 
implicitly, the alternative nature of the OR function requires a selection step to be 
performed by user of the subscriber equipment.]). 
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Faccin does not disclose the means for indicating that this is a final decision 
taken by the network and no explicit authentication can be carried out. 
The examiner respectfully points out that the means for indicating that this is a final 
decision taken by the network and no explicit authentication can be carried is an 
automated version of the manual means for indicating (Implicit Authentication) that the 
final decision is on the user equipment side disclosed by Faccin. An automatic or 
mechanical means to replace a manual activity which accomplished the same result is 
not sufficient to distinguish over the prior. See In re Venner, 262 F.2d 91, 95, 120 
USPQ 193, 194 (CCPA 1958). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to automate the means for 
indicating disclosed by Faccin. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicants' argue that the claimed invention avoids performing a second user 
authentication by allowing an implicit authentication to be performed with a multimedia 
domain when a previous explicit authentication has already been performed, while the 
implicit authentication disclosed by Faccin implicitly generates an access type indicator 
for comparison with a stored subscriber profile. The examiner acknowledges the 
implicit authentication disclosed in the applicants' specification differs from the implicit 
authentication disclosed by Faccin because the implicit authentication disclosed by 
Faccin requires a comparison with a stored subscriber profile to be performed. 
However, the claim language does not specify the acts being performed by an implicit 
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authentication and does not recite avoiding a second user authentication, but rather the 
claim language only recites skipping the need for an explicit authentication based on a 
previous authentication. Therefore, the implicit authentication disclosed by Faccin 
satisfies the recited claim language. 



Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRETT SQUIRES whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8021 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30am - 6:00pm Monday - 
Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on (571) 272-7589. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/BS/ 



/William R. Korzuch/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2431 



